THE ART OF DOG TRAINING

should not be made so high that the bitch will
have to jump into it.

When the puppies are about to arrive, the
bitch will show signs of restlessness, and she
usually refuses to eat for some hours previous to

whelping. As a general rale, a strongly consti-
tuted bitch can be safely left to look after her-
self; but plenty of fresh water and a bowl of one
of the many specially prepared milk foods should
be left near her. In the case of a maiden bitch,
it is advisable to ascertain that the first puppy,
at any rate, has arrived without complications;
but when all is normal, the bitch should be left
without interference; and in the course of four
or five hours, the whole affair will probably be
concluded and the dam curled up in comfort
with her vociferous and strenuous babies. If,
however, after two or three hours of obvious
labour, nothing has arrived, the assistance of a
veterinary surgeon should be sought.

The food to be given to the bitch, subsequent
to pupping, must be of a very light nature for
the following two or three days; subsequently
normal food may be given, and the supply should
be gradually worked up (but the bitch should
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